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PREFACE. 



To those who have not sought after, or found the Way of 
Eternal Life, this little book is addressed. It is the work 
of one who, as a physician, has perhaps had exceptional ex- 
perience of the brevity and uncertainty of human existence, 
and who has long since found the utter inability of this world 
to satisfy the desires of an immortal soul. He feels assured 
that there are very many who would soon reject whatever this 
life has to offer if that happiness which true religion affords 
were but better known. And that this may be the possession 
of each and every reader is the earnest prayer of 



The Author. 



ETERNAL LIFE/ 



I. 

And I give unto them Eternal Life ; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My 
handy-— John x. 28. 

Eternity! What soul does not thrill at this word; 
what solemn feelings does its consideration not induce ; how 
difficult, nay impossible, it is for the mind of man even faintly 
to realise it, and yet we know not the hour we may be called 
on to enter on it, to leave this world with all we have known 
or loved or that has loved us, for a state which to many of 
us is dark and unknown. And yet is not this state fast ap- 
proaching to every one P Time with its irresistible march 
steals onward bearing us with it. We must not, we 
cannot linger. Each short hour that passes brings us 
nearer to the Grave, and the Present Moment only can 
we call our own ; for what is human life ? is it not " even a 
vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away P" S. James iv. 14. 

If we look around us on the circle of our relatives and 
friends and those we have known, we must see that every 
now and then some one of them is snatched from our midst, 
some perhaps suddenly, some after long and suffering illnesses, 
and some it may be in youth and health and strength who 
seemed likely to live to a good old age. And thus it shall be 

^ The reader is requested to search out for himself the passages 
of Scripture referred to in the following pages. 
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with ourselves we know not how soon, and our very recollec- 
tion will assuredly be ere long obliterated as though we had 
never existed. How often has it been a subject of remark, 
that though we may be aware of the uncertainty of life, and 
how surely our end is day by day approaching, yet after all 
Death is apt to take us by surprise at last. Ee- 
member, oh remember this, and let it not find us unprepared. 
How few of us, alas, realise as we ought that for a brief short 
period only shall be our stay on this earth. Oh that this 
might be continually before our eyes, our waking thought at 
morning, our last thought at night, to remember that "We 
Must Die, that our chief object here, compared with which 
aught else is but an inconsiderate trifle, is to Prepare for 
Death, for Life beyond the Grave, when the soul freed 
from the burthen of this decaying tenement, shall henceforth 
enter on immortality. 

Many, alas, never think of this at all, the few fleeting 
years of this life are all to them. Others will say, " I can- 
not attend to these things now, I have too much to occupy 
me; but I hope hereafter to devote myself to matters of 
religion.** Yes, but you know not if you will be alive to do 
80, and even if you are. each day that passes will find you 
more and more disinclined for this, and it may be that in 
putting it off now, you are putting it off For Ever. God 
says, " Now is the accepted time," He admits of none other. 
" Ah but,'* say others, " I do not mean to do this, I am at 
least better than many, I am charitable, I attend to religious 
exercises, and live at peace with, and discharge my duties to 
all men, and I trust also, on my death bed, to make a final 
repentance." 

Such indeed is the thought and purpose of not a few 
whom I would earnestly remind that such a life cannot of 
itself bring us to Heaven, and I would bid them also beware 
of trusting to a Death-bed repentance. Many, alas, 
how many precious souls have been lost through this ! Let 
me tell you, as the experience of one who has long attended 
at the bedsides of the dying, that of all the hours of your 
life, those of your death bed are the least fitted for this 
solemn, this most urgent preparation. Many at this time 
have looked back upon their lives with feelings of the most 
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bitter regret. Oh, had they but once more those wasted 
hours of health and strength, nothing should prevent their 
devoting their lives to God. The histories of those who 
have passed away offer to us lessons of matchless wisdom. 

Again, there may not be even a death bed to repent upon. 
How many in the vigour of life have had without notice to 
exchange this world for another. Others have been uncon- 
scious, and some in agonies of suffering in their last illness. 
Surely we must think this life of far more consequence than 
Eternity, if the chance of the last, the most worthless hours 
of existence is considered sufficient to decide our destinies 
For Ever. 

Read Ecclesiastes, chapters i., ii., iii., xi., xii. 

II. 

** WJiat is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul ? or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his souir—S. Matt. xvi. 26. 

Surely these are words for solemn consideration. Christ 
says, " The whole world," to exceed the utmost limits 
of human ambition, and yet how ready many are to risk their 
eternal welfare for the chance of obtaining even a small por- 
tion of this world's allurements ; and what are these at best ? 
Wealth, fame, and power, and such like, are some of them, 
but add to the number all that memory can recount, or fancy 
suggest, and then compare the total with what Heaven offers, 
and how small, how insignificant does it not seem in com- 
parison. How short a time also has the longest lived en- 
joyed them. Every now and then some one passes from 
amongst us who has possessed them in a high degree, and 
yet we must all have seen how soon he is forgotten. 

Again, have any, or all of them, conferred perfect happi- 
ness on their possessors P Surely no reader of this will be- 
lieve so for a moment. That is one thing which this life 
can under no circumstances bestow, and they who desire it 
must seek it not in this perishing world, but in that blessed 
region whose joys shall never end, and whose glories shall 
never fade, where we shall reign with God for ever and 
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ever, where there shall be no more sorrow, nor tears, nor 
any of those unceasing troubles with which every page of 
life's history is filled. See 2 Tim. ii. 12 ; Eev. iii. 21 ; xxi. 4 ; 
xxii. 5. Eemember Heaven is, or should be our Home, 
for has not Christ said, " I go to prepare a place for you P'* 
S. John xiv. 2. Oh, who should risk, for a few brief years 
devoted to this fleeting world, the unfading joys of Paradise? 

And, reader, which will You decide for? Bemember 
Christ has said you cannot have both, see S. Luke xvi. 13. 
Will you wreck your hopes for Eternity through the follies, 
the cares, the desires of this unhappy world? When the 
Almighty in His infinite wisdom created man on this earth 
" but a little lower," as it were, " than the angels," see Ps. 
viii. 5, He intended him for an eternity of happiness. Hell 
was " prepared," not for man, but " for the devil and his 
angels." S. Matt. xxv. 41. 

God, however, did not intend us to obtain this happiness 
without any effort or trial on our own part, but He placed 
the means in man's own power, and made him a responsible 
being, and free to act. Eemember also that God will have 
the whole heart, or He will have none. See S. Luke ix. 62. 
May He help you to decide. Many have been almost per- 
suaded. Alas for that " almost ;" alas for those who have 
neglected their hereafter for the sake of earthly things. 
The punishment not only of the wicked, but of those who 
'•forget God," is an eternity of sorrow, where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
See Ps. ix. 17 ; S. Mark ix. 44. Many have thought by that 
worm is meant Memory, if so, we can imagine with what 
anguish the lost can recall and dwell upon all the incidents 
and the deeds of this earthly life, what chances wasted, what 
opportunities neglected, how often heard the Gospel preached, 
how often urged and entreated to accept the Way of Sal- 
vation, or how often the cares, the pleasures, the follies of 
this world, or it may be the example of others, or the fear of 
ridicule made them quench that secret voice within them 
which urged them to turn to God. 

Bead Gen. vi. 3, Jer. viii. 20, S. Matt, xxv., S. Luke xv.. 
Bom. iii. 22, 23. 
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III. 

" Ferity, verily I say unto thee. Except a man he horn again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God^ — S. John iii. 3. 

How then shall we obtain these eternal rewards on the one 
hand, and escape such fearful judgments on the other? for 
with ourselves it most assuredly rests which we will have, for 
God has given us the power to act independently of Him. 
See S. Matt. ix. 13 ; S. Luke v. 32 ; Acts xvii. 30 ; 1 Tim. 
ii. 4; 2 S. Pet. iii. 9; E«v. xxi. 6; xxii. 17. The Bible 
speaks of but two places, in one of which we must spend 
eternity, either Heaven or Hell, — the one a state of the 
utmost joy and felicity, and the other the opposite extremity 
of woe. If we would attain to the first, Christ has said we 
** must be bom again," the heart must be renewed and sanc- 
tified by the Divine influence of the Eternal Spirit, and this 
must be the first advance in our spiritual progress. Man in 
his natural state is spiritually Dead, and is spoken of as such 
in Scripture, see S. Luke ix. 60 ; Ephes. ii. 5 ; Col. ii. 13. 
If he would become an inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven, 
he must spiritually be Born again, that is, his sinful nature 
must first be renewed and sanctified by the Holy Spirit, 
see 2 Cor. v. 17. This great regeneration then we should 
seek for with Prayer, earnest and continually repeated. 
Prayer for the gift of the Holy Spirit to convince us of sin, 
of our numberless transgressions against Him in Whose 
sight the stars are not pure," mueh less man that is a 
worm." Job xxv. 5, 6. And the earnest and oft repeated 
prayer of faith in the Name of Christ will surely, sooner or 
later, be heard, see S. John xiv. 13; S. Luke xi. 9 — 13. 
The necessity of prayer, its importance, and its blessing, can- 
not be too strongly urged. Human efforts or wisdom alone 
never won souls to God. "The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto 
him," 1 Cor. ii. 14, and this is why so many meet with 
Gospel truths of such awful consequence to their hereafter 
in books of religion, or hear them set forth in repeated ser- 
mons, without any other effect than further to harden their 
hearts. But let the Eternal Spirit but awaken us, and we 
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feel the enormity of our sins and the necessity for regeneration 
ere we can be fit for the kingdom of Heaven. Eemember 
there could not be perfect happiness without perfect purity 
and "Holiness, without which," we are told, "no man 
shall see the Lord." Heb. xii. 14. Think you it 
could be otherwise in the kingdom of Heaven ? It is the 
abode of the just made perfect, and it is written, " There 
shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth." Eev. 
xxi. 27. Oh that we may be counted worthy to enter through 
the gates of the heavenly city. What shall matter to us the 
trials, the temptations, and the sorrows of this sinful world 
for the brief short period of our probation here, if hereafter 
we shall be privileged to enter into that "rest" which 
" remaineth to the people of God ?" Heb. iv. 9 ; see also 
Eev. vii. 16, 17; also xiv. 13. 



IV. 

" Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out,** 
S. John vi. 37. 

When convinced of sin through the influence of the Holt 
Spieit we feel the burden of our guilt, the conviction of our 
exceeding sinfulness, and of our having merited condemna- 
tion, next leads to repentance, and the Savioue is ever ready 
and willing to receive the true penitent. Eead these : " I 
came not to judge the world, but to save the world." S. 
John xii. 47. " As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked ; but that the wicked 
turn from his way and live." Ezek. xxxiii. 11. " Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock ; if any man hear My voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with Me." Eev. iii. 20. Eead also Isaiah xxx. 
18; xliii. 25; Jer. xxxi. 34; Ezek. xviii. 21—23, 27; 
Micah vii. 18, 19 ; S. Luke xv. ; xix. 10 ; S. John vi. 40 ; 
Acts xvi. 31 ; Heb. x. 17. Oh, let us then beseech Him in 
l)rayer ; the only fitness He requires is to feel our utter need 
of Him ; only let each one forsake at once his sinful ways 
and evil thoughts. See Isaiah Iv. 7. We cannot do Him 
greater honour than to come to Him, all sinful as we may 
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be, if it be only in true and humble penitence and sincere 
faith in the merits of His Atonement. See S. Matt, xviii. 
3, 4. God has never yet cast out a repentant sinner. Search 
the Scriptures. How often do we read there of His conde- 
scension to the greatest sinners ; to those who had plunged 
into the lowest, the saddest depths of guilt and woe, and 
never do we meet with an instance of His rejecting the 
prayer of penitence and faith. Take this to your comfort 
and remember that Jesus Christ, "the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever," Heb. xiu. 8, " ever liveth to make 
intercession for us." Heb. vii. 25. Eemember also His 
words, " Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled." S. Matt. v. 6. 
Eeader, if this be your sincere desire, you are then one of 
those whom God calls " blessed," and you " shall be filled." 
May these words bring comfort to every desponding soul. 
You may be oppressed with sorrow and grief for the sins of 
a lifetime; you may have committed crimes which you 
shudder to think of, and tremble for the consequences, yet 
if you feel sincere repentance and fervent trust in the Ee- 
deemer's mercy and love rest assured that for you shall " the 
Sun of Eighteousness arise with healing in His wings." 
Mai. iv. 2 ; see also Psalm li. 17 ; and that to you also is 
this blessed invitation extended, " Come unto Me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart, and you shall find rest unto your souls." 
S. Matt. xi. 28, 29. Such are the means which God in 
His Word has appointed to us to obtain pardon and peace. 
Header, will You not accept them P The day of grace still 
remains for You, and ere it is past you will not be rejected. 
But beware how you trifle with GoD*s offers of mercy. See 
Prov. i. 24—28 ; Heb. x. 26—29. The histories of count- 
less numbers who have passed away impenitent could furnish 
fearful proofs of the need of such warnings as this. God 
for His own wise ends created man on this earth ; originally 
pure and happy, he sinned against his Maker, and chose 
rather to follow the works of the Evil One, whose servant he 
thenceforth became, — see Rom. vi. 16, — and to him indeed, 
we are told, does this world belong with " all the nations who 
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have forgotten God." See S. Luke iv. 6, 6 ; S. John xvi. 
11; 2 Cor. iv. 4; Ps. ix. 17. 

Next GrOD in His infinite mercy appointed a way by 
which we might escape the penalty of our transgressions, and 
with ourselves it remains whether we will accept it or not. 
Shall we then make His offer a matter of indifference or 
neglect? Eemember our decision Now may be fatal to 
our Eternal Welfare. 

V. 

God 80 loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, hut 
have everlasting life" — S. John iii. 16. 

The infinitely meritorious life and death of our Eedeemer 
constituted a full and perfect atonement for the sins of the 
whole world. Throughout the Scriptures it is everywhere 
laid down that God has appointed Death as the punishment 
of the very slightest transgression against His laws. Through 
one act of disobedience Adam fell, and death came upon 
him, and his seed for ever. See Gen. ii. 17, and iii. 6, 24, 
1 Cor. XV. 21. " The soul that sinneth it shall die." Ezek. 
xviii. 20. " By one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin." Rom. v. 12. " The wages of sin is death." 
Eom. vi. 23. Be it noted that the death referred to in 
these places is spiritual death, — one consequence of 
which to Adam and his offspring was temporal death also. The 
moral union of the soul with God and the enjoyment of the 
Divine favour is throughout Scripture spoken of as Life in 
its highest sense, and the reverse as Death, while temporal 
death is frequently spoken of as but " sleep." See S. John 
iii. 36 ; V. 40 ; Rom. vi. 23 ; viii. 6 ; compare also Dan. 
xii. 2; S. Matt, xxvii. 52; S. John xi. 11; Acts vii. 60. 
Although the Almighty is full of mercy and goodness yet 
He also executes perfect justice. This we might infer as 
an attribute of His perfection. God will by no means clear 
the guilty. Exod. xxxiv. 7. Die they or Justice must. To 
redeem then a lost and ruined world, (Rom. iii. 23 ; v. 8, 14,) 
God became manifest in the flesh and took our form upon 
Him, and He Who was infiaite purity and holiness suffered 
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the most degraded death, bearing on Himself the penalty of 
our sins and being made a Curse for us, (see Gral. iii. 18,) 
that justice being satisfied in Him we might have " redemp- 
tion through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins." Col. 
i. 14. See also Isa. liii. 4, 5—12 ; S. Matt. xx. 28 ; Bom. 
V. 9 ; Ephes. i. 7 ; 1 Thess. v. 9, 10 ; 1 Tim. ii. 6 ; 1 S. 
John i. 7. On this doctrine and this alone must our re- 
demption rest : on nothing else can the slightest ground for 
hope be placed. " Without the shedding of Blood there 
is no remission." Heb. ix. 22. The Blood of Chbist was 
shed for the sins of all, whence by a saving faith in His 
Atonement we obtain remission of our sins and also 
become justified by His righteousness and holiness being 
made ours. See S. John iii. 36 ; Bom. iii. 22 — 26 ; v. 1, 
18, 19 ; Gal. ii. 16 ; Eph. ii. 8, 9. Such then is the Scrip- 
ture plan of salvation. Begeneration of the heart without which 
no man shall see the kingdom of heaven, and a saving faith 
in the all-sufficient atonement of Ghbist. And do we hope 
that these are ours P Let us examine ourselves by the light of 
Scripture. Bead S. John iii. 3 — 8 ; 2 Cor. v. 17. Beader, 
do not suppose that this second birth, this being Born of 
the Spirit, is anything unreal or metaphorical. It must 
be as much a reality as was our first birth into this world. 
Beware of error here. It is an easy matter to be de- 
ceived. If we have indeed undergone this blessed regenera- 
tion then old things have passed away, and all things are 
become new to us." 2 Cor. v. 17. Sin becomes hateful to 
us, and holiness pleasant above all things ; Chbist has be- 
come precious to us, and we desire to " glorify Him with 
our bodies and spirits which are His." See 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
Again, a saving faith can only co-exist with love to God 
and man, and they who possess it are full of desire to glorify 
God, to extend His kingdom, and also to do good to their 
fellow-men. See S. Matt. xxii. 37—40 ; S. Luke x. 25—87. 
Not that we are to believe that a life spent in the exercise of 
good works will of itself procure us pardon for our sins, and 
an entrance into the kingdom of Heaven. See S. Luke xvii. 
10 ; Bom. iii. 28 ; Gal. ii. 16 ; Eph. ii. 8, 9. But. where 
there has been true conversion the soul desires to do these 
things from Love to God and man, (S. John xiv. 21, 
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23, 24,) which is true charity in the fullest sense of the 
word, of which the relieving the wants of others is but a part. 
Charity, the first of Christian virtues, the chiefest of 
spiritual gifts, the ever present distinction of a holy life 
which " never faileth,*' and without which whatever we do 
we are as " nothing." Kead 1 Cor. xiii. But remember 
that God has commanded us to distribute our earthly goods 
(of which we are indeed but stewards here) as far as we can 
among the poor and needy. See S. Matt. v. 16; vi. 19 ; 
S. Luke xviii. 22 ; 2 Cor. ix. 7 ; Gal. vi. 10 ; 1 Tim. vi. 17 
— 19 ; 1 S. John iii. 17. Therefore in so doing we obey 
His commands, and this truly is the meaning of the Scrip- 
ture, " Make unto yourselves friends of the mammon of un- 
righteousness, that when ye fail they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations." S. Luke xvi. 9 ; see also S. Matt, 
vii. 21 ; XXV. 34—36 ; S. James ii. 17, 20, 26 ; Rom. iii. 31, 
and S. Matt. xxii. 39, 40. 

VL 

" Strait is the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth 
unto life, and few there he that find it" — S. Matt. vii. 
13, 14. 

Header, note these words of such solemn import and re- 
member they are the words of Christ Himself. What light 
does this not throw on the hereafter of mankind. It means 
that of all those who are, and have been, and will be created, 
comparatively Few attain to life eternal. We may be living 
in the ways of this world, neither better nor worse than 
most others around us, yet if we have not sought for and 
obtained an interest in the Eedeemer, we are assuredly tra- 
velling the broad road whose end is Death. See Prov. xiv. 
12 ; xvi. 25. S. Luke viii. 5—16; xiii. 24—27. 

If we would find the way of life, we must follow in the 
footsteps of our Divine Master, Who has said, " Take up your 
cross daily and follow Me." See Luke ix. 23. 

Again, the way is ** narrow," so that many have walked in 
it for a time and then fallen away. How often, alas, has 
this been so ! How many when moved by hearing the truths 
of religion, and God's Spirit in mercy strove with them. 
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have entered into earnest resolutions for the future and holy 
desires soon to pass away ! 

God has forewarned us that the way is hard to find and 
difficult to keep, and that if we trust in ourselves to do either, 
we must fail, (see also S. John vi. 44,) so that one has said 
" If the way to Heaven be not far harder than the world 
imagines, then Christ and His Apostles either knew not 
the way or else have deceived us, for they have told us that 
* the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force,' S. Matt. xi. 12, and that we must 'strive' 
if we would * enter the way,' S. Luke xiii. 24, see also Phil. 

ii. 12, whence if ever souls obtain salvation in the world's 
common careless manner, then there is assuredly a nearer way 
found out than ever God in Scripture hath revealed to the 
sons of men." 

Firstly t then, there is the avoidance of Sin. Flee from 
sin in every form and shape ; every sinful place, every temp- 
tation, however slight, every impure thought ; keep a special 
watch and guard over each besetting sin. 

Secondly y there is Prayer continually offered up both in 
private and in the midst of our daily duties, — the prayer for 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, the prayer of repentance, the 
prayer for the Divine blessing ; without these indeed we can- 
not lead a Christian life. 

Thirdly, there is the daily prayerful study of the Word of 
God to conform our lives in every word and deed according 
to its infallible precepts, as each day of our Christian pilgrim- 
age passes onwards growing in grace, and the closer our 
walk with God, see Ephes. iv. 21 — 24 ; Col. iii. 12—17 ; 2 
S. Peter i. 10, 11. The renewed heart, (Gal. vi. 15,) the 
holy life (Heb. xii. 14,) the (active obedience, (S. James ii. 
26,) all based upon the promise of salvation by faith, (Rom. 

iii. 20 — 28,) can alone afford us peace and happiness in 
this life, or a sure hope hereafter, when God shall bestow 
upon them "who by patient continuance in well-doing, 
seek for glory, and honour, and immortality. Eternal Life." 
Rom. ii. 7. 

Again, it must not be forgotten that though there are many 
portions of Scripture which speak of the mercy and love of 
God, yet the number of texts which denounce His judg- 
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ments and anger against the wicked is the greater of the 
two. 

The fear of Him should impel us to escape from death 
even if we were not urged by His love or the desire of what 
we shall obtain. Hear the words of Christ : "I will fore- 
warn you whom ye shall fear. Fear Him which after He 
hath killed hath power to cast into hell ; yea, I say unto you, 
Fear Him.'* S. Luke xii. 5, 47. See also 2 Cor. v. 10 ; Heb. 
X. 26—31 ; Phil. ii. 12 ; Eev. xx. 15. 

Mark well how this solemn truth is ever brought before us 
throughout the Scriptures, that while " many" indeed are 
" caUed," but " few" only are " chosen." S. Matt. xxii. 14. 
See also 2 S. Peter ii. 5—7 ; S. Luke iv. 26, 27, &c. 

Oh let us, then, seek at once for . pardon and peace, and 
above all seek for it Now. .** To-day if ye will hear His 
voice harden not your hearts." Ps. xcv. 7, 8. Eeader, you 
may be young. Ah, that is most assuredly the best time. 
There is a special promise to the young, " Those that seek 
Me early shall find Me." Prov. viii. 17. See also S. Luke 
xviii. 16. If you put it off until you are older, you will as- 
suredly repent it, it may be for ever. Or you may have 
reached the meridian of life. Oh then if you have not done so 
before, seek for mercy while it may be found. The best time 
has however passed. The writer can tell with what grief we 
can look back upon wasted time. Or, lastly, you may be old 
and greyheaded. " The hoary head is a crown of glory, if 
it be found in the Way of Righteousness." Prov. xvi. 
31. But if you have lived without God all your days ! 
Few, alas, are converted when they are old. See Gal. vi. 7, 
8 ; read also Ezek. xviii. 24, 26. Oh turn then at once to 
the Savioue of sinners in sincere contrition and humble hope 
in His Almighty love, remembering that He Who fulfilled the 
law to the uttermost, S. John xix. 30, can also save to the 
uttermost," Heb. vii. 25 ; (read also S. Matt, xxviii. 18, and 
XX. 1 — 16 ;) and that sincere repentance is never too late, 
though unfortunately late repentance is seldom sincere. 
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VIT. 

" They are as the angeU, and are the children of God, being 
the children qf the resurrection*' — S. Luke xx. 36. 

Here we have an insight given us as to the future of the 
redeemed. They are like the angels, those glorious beings 
of whom we children of the dust can scarce in imagination 
form any just conception, and they are the Children of 
God. See also 1 Cor. xv. 49 ; IS. John iii. 2 ; 1 Cor. vi. 
8 ; Eev. xix. 10. Ye who are weary and heavy laden, who 
are full of the sorrows with which every page of this life's 
history is filled, who have found out the utter worthlessness 
of the things of this world, will you not grasp the hope of 
a blessed immortality which God has promised to those who 
love Him ? Neither is the vilest sinner debarred if he only 
come in true penitence. Give up your whole heart to Cheist, 
S. Luke ix. 23 — 26. Take no heed of the mocks, or jeers, or 
aught else the world would do to prevent you. Satan is ever 
on the watch to thwart and hinder the awakened soul, these 
are some of the means he employs, and too often, alas 1 is he 
successful. See S. Matt. xiii. 19 ; xii. 43 — 45 ; 2 Cor. iv. 3, 
4; Eev. xii. 9. 

The converted soul often beholds with astonishment how 
itself or others could ever set their affections for a moment 
on the things of this life, which at any time we may be sud- 
denly called upon to leave for ever, (read S. Luke xii. 16 — 
21,) and which at most we can only for a few short years 
enjoy. It looks back with amazement that trifles should 
have ever wasted those precious hours which should have 
been devoted to matters concerning our eternal welfare, which 
truly is what is meant by the text, " Every idle word shall be 
accounted for." S. Matt. xii. 36. Surely the prize offered 
us is worthy of the toil. See 1 Cor. ix. 24, 25. Should we 
not gladly give up the whole world, were it ours, for so great 
a gain? See 2 Cor. iv. 17. Header, do not hesitate. This 
may be your very last offer of mercy; read Prov. xxix. 1. 
Multitudes have given up more than you will ever do, even 
their very lives, for God. Kemember also the Savioue's 
words, " In the world ye shall have tribulation." S. John 
xvi. 33. We must, then, expect this if we would be fol- 
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lowers of Him. See also S. John xv. 19 ; Acts xiv. 22 ; Heb. 
xii. 6 ; E^v. iii. 19 ; vii. 14. 

Eemember also that it is they only who ** endure to the 
end" who shall be saved, S. Matt. xxiv. 13. See also Gal. vi. 
7, 9 ; Heb. x. 38 ; B«v. xxi. 7. Our struggle in this earthly 
life may be a hard one, our cross may be heavy to bear, but 
remember there is but one other road we can follow, the 
broad and easy one which leadeth to destruction. Happy 
and blessed are they who have found and travelled that 
narrow way which " leadeth unto life," who have " kept the 
faith," who have " finished their course read 2 Tim. iv. 7, 
8 ; Gal. vi. 9. For them there is henceforth laid up a 
" crown of life" when the Judge of all the earth shall here- 
after say unto them, " Come, ye blessed of My Fathee, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world." S. Matt. xxv. 34; and 1 S. Peter v. 4. 

May the Almighty bless you to decide ere the day of grace 
is past and " these things are for ever hid from your eyes." 
S. Luke xix. 42. Oh what has this perishing world to offer 
comparable with an eternity of glory P " Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, 
the things that God hath laid up for them that love Him." 
1 Cor. ii. 9. 

A prayer for the Divine blessing is earnestly solicited from 
every reader of the foregoing pages. 
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